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—Endorsments—

Regarding Getting into the Genuine Flow of the Holy Spirit:

Brother Mel's compilation of and respectful additions to the spiritual teachings of 
the couple he knew tenderly as "Dad and Mom Goodwin" are valuable additions 
to the Pentecostal testimony to life and ministry in the power of the Holy Spirit.  
Mel's recounting of their close relationship with Kenneth Hagin Sr. and John 
Osteen, along with their briefer encounters with Howard Carter and Smith 
Wigglesworth, fills in important detail in the flowering of the mid-20th-century 
Pentecostal movement and the preparation of some leaders, such as the 
Goodwins, for its modulation into the Charismatic renewal of the last half of the 
20th century. What Montgomery has preserved in this book, as well as at his 
information-rich web site, informs and inspires and should stimulate further 
investigation of manifestations of the Holy Spirit that embody God's saving reign 
today.

Mark E. Roberts, Ph.D.
Director
Holy Spirit Research Center
Oral Roberts University
Tulsa, OK

The Goodwin materials are a significant part of Pentecostal history.  Many 
profoundly anointed men and women of God seem to “fly under the radar” in this 
day of mega-ministries.  Truly we cannot measure minister’s effectiveness by 
notoriety or fame.  Ultimately God determines the value of our lives and 
ministries.  The best we can do in this life is simply measure ministers by the 
legacy they leave behind. 

Mel Montgomery’s work connects the Goodwin’s with ministries who have 
profoundly affected this generation for the Kingdom of God.  Indeed, theirs is a 
rich legacy.  As with his other works, Getting into the Genuine Flow of the Holy 
Spirit projects the Gospel with balance, humility, and purity.

Dr. Tom Bellatti
Professor of Theology
Oral Roberts University



—Foreword—
          

At a single sitting, I just finished reading, Getting into the Genuine Flow.  
Most certainly, the Rev. and Mrs. J.R. Goodwin were never aware of the 
thousands who were tremendously affected, and impacted by them.  I have 
ministered with many mentioned in this manuscript, but never has any couple 
been used so mightily as a team.  Jesus sent his disciples out “Two by twos” each 
complementing the other’s strengths and diminishing each other’s weaknesses, if 
any.

Brother Goodwin had the natural poise and polished presence of a 
Philadelphia lawyer, plus the supernatural gift of the Word of Wisdom in 
extraordinary measure.  Mom Goodwin possessed an amazingly accurate 
prophetic Word of Knowledge.  Though direct and uncompromising in manner, 
yet with dignity she delivered a message of insight. 

Sometimes the Goodwins were sent to troubled churches.  They went to 
prayer and ministered to their church through the gifts of the Spirit.  Soon the 
church flourished and revival came. Together they filled their offices of Apostle 
and Prophetess without titles.

Vividly I remember an incident that happened in one of the Morning 
Prayer meetings.  Mom Goodwin stopped the service saying, “Somebody here is 
praying earnestly, but your mind is on something else.  I don’t want to 
embarrass you, but I know who that person is.”   Well, I thought if she had a true 
Word of Knowledge, I would wait and see if she called me out.  Mom Goodwin 
slipped over and whispered in my ear, “Son, is it you?”  Sheepishly I had to admit 
that I was the hindrance.  Although I had prayed fervently, she discerned the 
situation.  

She had read my mail!  Mom Goodwin had no knowledge of my plans.  
Immediately after the service, I was to go to a nearby town with my father, a lay 
preacher.  He was considering being a candidate for a small church. 

My church, Melodyland Christian Center, became perhaps the first mega 
church in Southern California.  Newspapers reported that more than 17,000 
regularly attended weekly in the multiple services.  Hundreds were converted 
every week.  One year more than 5,000 were baptized.  Reaching the masses of an 
exploding population was a priority.  The Goodwins demonstrated to us the 
effectiveness of a free flowing service.  The Holy Spirit can operate powerfully and 
yet with dignity.  You will learn valuable lessons as you pursue the legacy of 
Goodwin’s lives.

Dr. Ralph A. Wilkerson

Dana Point, CA



—Introduction—
Again and again pastors tell me, “I preach the Word and teach the Word.  I 

love the Word, but I want the strong flow of the Holy Spirit also.  Is there a way to 
have the Holy Spirit’s gifts manifesting in my church without the ‘weird’ stuff?”  

I usually ask, “Such as?”

The common reply is, “People giving ‘words from the Lord’ that never 
seem to actually come to pass.  Oddball manifestations that entertain people, but 
never bring much transformation.  People acting spooky.”

My reply, “Absolutely!  The Holy Spirit is well able to manifest His gifts 
without the presence of ‘weird’ stuff.  In fact, I’ve noticed over the years that the 
more of the ‘weird’ stuff Christians allow to manifest, the less of the ‘genuine’ flow 
is actually present.”

The next question is always, “How do I have the genuine flow?”

This instruction manual is written in response to that question.

To instruct you in operating in the genuine flow of the Holy Spirit, I draw 
upon three resources:

1. My relationship with Mrs. J.R. Goodwin.  She and her husband operated 
in all nine gifts of the Spirit prolifically for 40 years, influencing Kenneth 
E. Hagin, John Osteen, Marilyn Hickey, Billye Brim, and many others.

2. Rare early Pentecostal recordings of F.F. Bosworth, Howard Carter, 
Stanley Frodsham, David Du Plessis, the Rev. and Mrs. J.R. Goodwin, and 
others.  These were recorded decades ago and placed in storage, 
reemerging only in the last few years.  Most of these recordings were never 
copied or released to the public before being given to me.  

3. My own experience in being used by the Holy Spirit in spiritual gifts in a 
sound, balanced, and biblical manner for more than 20 years.

As you apply these truths, you will begin, as the title of this book states,     

Getting Into The Genuine Flow

Of the Holy Spirit

     

—Rev. Mel C. Montgomery    



—Chapter One—

The Genuine Flow

And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, 
they were all with one accord in one place. 

And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of 
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the 
house where they were sitting. 

And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like 
as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. 

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and 
began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit 
gave them utterance. . . 

. . . Then they that gladly received his word 
were baptized: and the same day there were added 
unto them about three thousand souls. 

And they continued stedfastly in the apostles' 
doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of 
bread, and in prayers.  Acts 2:1-4, 41,42.

The working of the Holy Spirit is dynamic!  It is powerful!  It is life 
transforming and, as we see from this passage in Acts, it eventually produces 
steadfastness, sound doctrine, fellowship, communion, and prayerfulness.  At 
Pentecost, the manifested power of the Holy Spirit arrested the attention of 
onlookers and passersby.  (The gifts of the Holy Spirit still arrest the attention of 
hardened sinners and casual saints).  God’s manifested power, in this case 
provided through speaking in tongues, cut instantly through the layers of 
religious tradition and debate that had blinded so many minds to the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  Jews in Jerusalem were confronted with the power of the God 
whom they professed to know, followed by a sermon by Peter explaining that this 
power had come to those who believed in Jesus Christ.  When he concluded his 
sermon, 3,000 souls repented and accepted Christ as Savior.  Hallelujah!

It is only by the Holy Spirit’s manifested power in our midst that we will 
ever gain the attention of sinners, strengthen the saints, and evangelize the world.  
There is no substitute for the Holy Spirit’s presence and power.  The greatest 
sermon ever preached by man is a dry husk unless the Holy Spirit drives home



that message with convicting power.  God’s method for demonstrating the 
validity of the Gospel message is to manifest the supernatural gifts of the Holy 
Spirit.  When the preaching of the Word is accompanied by the genuine flow of 
the Holy Spirit, awesome things happen.

The Lord desires to manifest the gift of the working of miracles so that 
supernatural breakthroughs can be received.  He wants us to know that He is 
concerned about our lives and is mindful of the challenges we face.  Yet if we do 
not seek Him for this gift, these supernatural breakthroughs will not come.    

The Holy Spirit wants to heal the sick through the gifts of healings and the 
gift of extraordinary faith.  However, if we do not learn His ways, healings and 
miracles will be few and far between.

The Lord longs to show through the operation of the gift of the word of 
knowledge, that He knows all things past and present, even the darkest and most 
hidden of sins, and yet His love still abides with us unconditionally.  
Nevertheless, this revelation of God’s knowledge and love will not be shown to us 
unless we learn how to yield to the leading of the Holy Spirit as He is inspiring 
this gift.      

The Lord wants to set free anyone imprisoned by drugs, alcohol, bondage, 
and other oppressions of Satan’s power.  Yet when He begins to reveal through 
the gift of the discerning of spirits, the presence and operation of evil spirits, if we 
do not yield to the manifestation of this spiritual gift, the prisoner will remain in 
his prison.

God will inspire us, encourage us, and even reveal future events to us by 
the gift of prophecy, if we will but believe what the Bible teaches about this gift, 
and accept its operation.  If we will not learn and yield, we will not be recipients 
of the encouragement and strength Heaven desires us to have.

Lastly, the Lord has chosen to withhold the gift of speaking in tongues and 
the gift of interpreting tongues from the beginning of time until the day of 
Pentecost.  These two precious gifts were presented to the Body of Christ, and are 
available today.  Many times, the operations of the other seven of the nine 
spiritual gifts are manifested in conjunction with tongues and interpretation.  If 
tongues and interpretation are not welcomed, reverenced, and given the chance 
to operate, oftentimes the other gifts will not activate either.

We need all of the Holy Spirits gifts, ministries, and operations.  We 
cannot do without a single one of them.  We need the genuine flow of the Holy 
Spirit.    

There is a genuine flow of the Holy Spirit.

There are also many pale imitations.  



“Self help” is no substitute for the convicting, cleansing, and transforming 
power of the Holy Spirit.  It is precisely because man cannot help himself that the 
Son of God came, suffered, died, and rose again.    

“Social Justice”—worthy as it may be in its own place—cannot replace the 
Holy Spirit’s act of replacing a sinner’s hateful heart of stone with the tender 
heart of a true Christian.  The laws of man cannot change a single human heart.  
Only the Creator of the heart can give a new heart that craves justice for all.  

Theatrics, formulas, gimmicks, and stunts, which entertain for a moment, 
will eventually leave the soul thirsty and dry.  Only living water from Heaven will 
quench and satisfy.

Lining up dozens of people in a service, saying, “thus saith the Lord,” and 
speaking whatever pops into your head is a cheap spiritual rhinestone that 
sparkles for only a moment.  The priceless heavenly gem known as the Holy 
Spirit’s gift of prophecy provides a splendor, fire, and brilliance that is 
remembered for a lifetime.

Harold Horton, an early British Pentecostal said of the gifts of the Spirit:

The nine supernatural gifts of the Spirit are the decorations 
designed by God to enhance the Glory of the Cross.  They are the 
only decorations permissible.

Horton also declared:  

The Cross is dangerous;
     it will acquit or sentence you.
The Blood is mighty; 
     it will cleanse, or stain you.
Fire is terrible; 
     it will inflame, or scorch you.
Risen power is all hallowed; 
     it will resurrect or slay you.
The Upper Room 
     will drench or drown, charm or terrify you.
The Holy Ghost 
     will satiate or scatter you.1

The preaching of the Blood of Jesus Christ must be accompanied by the 
fire of the Holy Spirit.  We need that genuine flow.  It is available.  God longs to 
give it, but He gives it only on His terms, and in ways of His Own choosing.    

                                                
1 Pentecostal Pioneers Remembered, Keith Malcomson, 2008 Xulon Press, page 364.



The Goodwins, and leaders of that early generation of Pentecostals, along 
with some Charismatic leaders in the years since then, knew the genuine flow.  
They differed on some points of doctrine.  Here and there, an individual leader 
placed a stronger emphasis on some minor point that others did not stress so 
strongly.  However, when you compare the teachings and understanding of the 
Goodwins with that of Smith Wigglesworth, Howard Carter, Stanley Frodsham, 
F.F. Bosworth, Kenneth Hagin, Kathryn Kuhlman, and a host of others, you find 
a commonality of understanding of the working of the Holy Spirit that is, frankly, 
largely unknown today.  Although we Charismatics speak almost continuously 
about the Holy Spirit, I find in Charismatic churches, widespread ignorance, and 
a large-scale absence, of the Holy Spirit’s gifts.  Talking about the gifts is a far cry 
from actually having the gifts in manifestation in your midst. 

Goodness!  With our spiritual roots reaching back through the Charismatic 
Renewal of the 1960s, and through the Healing Revival of the 1940s and 1950s, to 
the Pentecostal Outpouring of the early 1900s, by now we should be firmly 
established in spiritual gifts, and have them flourishing in our midst.  Sadly, this 
is not so.  I believe the primary reason for this dearth of deep spiritual operations 
is precisely because we have moved so far away from the spiritual understanding 
of our forefathers in the faith.  It is for the purpose of renewing our 
understanding of the principles they taught and exemplified, that I have written 
this book.

Although the genuine flow is largely overlooked, misunderstood, and only 
occasionally seen today in great intensity, it is by no means entirely absent.  I 
have visited the services of Word of Faith adherents, Charismatics, and Classic 
Pentecostals.  Although I see numerous gimmicks and lifeless formulas scattered 
in all three groups, I have also found, here and there, isolated pockets in which is 
manifested the genuine flow of the Holy Spirit.  Where I have found the working 
of the Spirit, I have noticed that the leader’s understanding of the Holy Spirit’s 
ways mirrors that which was taught by the Goodwins and by the early 
Pentecostals.  

Initially, I was puzzled by the fact that when I did encounter the deep 
workings of the Holy Spirit, these were manifested among branches of the 
Charismatic church that disagree considerably on certain points of doctrine.  For 
instance, most Charismatics and Classic Pentecostals, teach that when Christ 
died, he went into Paradise or into Heaven for three days preceding his 
resurrection.  Word of Faith adherents teach that Christ died and suffered in Hell 
for those three days.  These are irreconcilable theological positions.  However, I 
believe I have witnessed the authentic moving of the Holy Spirit among some 
adherents of all three groups.

This is not to imply that doctrine is irrelevant.  The presentation of sound 
Bible doctrine is vitally important.  However, one needs to realize that the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit, and indeed, all of God’s blessings, are manifestations of the grace 
of God.  God’s grace stirs in response to individuals who have trusted in the 



finished work of Jesus Christ, and manifests among people whose hearts hunger 
for Him.  The working of the Holy Spirit is not dependant on perfect theology.  If 
it were, none of us would have the working of the Spirit in our midst.  For 
although many groups may legitimately claim that their doctrines, and all 
interpretations thereof, are as close as possible to the specifics of scripture, no 
individual or group has perfect understanding of God this side of Heaven.  God 
works with us in our limited, but ever increasing, understanding of Him.

If perfect doctrine were required in order for the Holy Spirit to work, then 
no sinner could ever be saved.  Few sinners have a clear understanding of all 
Bible doctrines when they come to Christ.  However, God is able to move upon 
them in spite of their ignorance.  A sinner hears the Gospel, is convicted of his 
sins, and reaches out to Jesus Christ for salvation.  The Holy Spirit is able to 
regenerate effectively the sinner, even though the sinner’s mind is cluttered with 
all kinds of false doctrines.  If the Holy Spirit can work the mightiest miracle of 
all, the salvation of a soul, in a theologically ignorant sinner, how much more 
should He be able to move and operate among saints, even when those saints 
have a flawed understanding of some Bible doctrine?

Naturally, it is best to have both sound doctrine, and the moving of the 
Holy Spirit.  If a church has sound doctrine without the moving of the Spirit, then 
the Gospel can degenerate down into a mere philosophical exercise of mentally 
assenting to points of doctrine.  If a ministry has the moving of the Holy Spirit 
without it being accompanied by sound preaching and teaching, then participants 
will eventually wander outside of biblical boundaries.  In such cases, individuals 
will gradually become estranged from the genuine flow of the Holy Spirit and will 
wander off into mysticism and error.  We need sound doctrine and the genuine 
flow of the Holy Spirit.  

In the Charismatic Renewal of the 1960s and 1970s, the Holy Spirit 
showed that He is able to move mightily even within the framework of varying 
Christian traditions.  The point I wish you to understand is this:

To have the Holy Spirit move strongly in a church does not require 
the church leadership to go completely outside of their theological 
point of reference.  Nor do they need to embrace teachings they 
believe to be unbiblical or “weird.”  Instead, each church can remain 
within its own cultural traditions and understanding of scripture 
while experiencing a move of the Holy Spirit that is authentic, 
continuing, and mighty.   

The real key to getting into the genuine flow of the Holy Spirit is 
learning to recognize and yield to His leading.  As you develop into a better 
understanding of how the Holy Spirit manifests His gifts and presence, 
and as you grow more familiar with His ways, then these gifts and 
powerful manifestations increase and come more frequently.  To this end, 
it pays to listen to the “old timers” of Pentecost.    



In recent years, God has reintroduced to us the teachings of the 
early Pentecostals by causing recordings of their sermons to reemerge 
around the world.  As I have listened to these recordings, I have noticed 
that there is a great similarity in how these diverse individuals understood 
the moving of the Holy Spirit.  Some elements of these teachings are still 
widely taught, but are done so only in a piecemeal manner.  The full 
counsel of what our forefathers in the faith understood about the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit has largely disappeared from current Charismatic thought.    

We need to learn from Stanley Frodsham, who helped pioneer the 
Assemblies of God in Great Britain.  He ministered alongside Smith 
Wigglesworth, and wrote Apostle of Faith , the first biography of this giant.  
We must listen to Howard Carter, whose book, Questions and Answers on 
Spiritual Gifts,  electrified the Pentecostal world in the 1930s, presenting 
the outline for teaching on spiritual gifts that is widely used today.  Carter 
mentored a young Lester Sumrall.  We must consider the spiritual 
approach taken concerning spiritual gifts by:  F.F. Bosworth, Kathryn 
Kuhlman, Kenneth E. Hagin, David Du Plessis, and others of like spiritual 
caliber, including my mentors, the Rev. and Mrs. J.R. Goodwin.  

The Rev. and Mrs. J.R. Goodwin were affectionately referred to, by those 
who knew them, as “Brother and Sister,” or “Mom and Dad” Goodwin.  The 
Goodwins had sat in the meetings of Smith Wigglesworth and other early 
Pentecostal leaders.   Mom and Dad Goodwin ministered together almost 
constantly in all nine gifts of the Holy Spirit through 40 years of prophetic and 
pastoral ministry and influenced the following individuals:

Ralph and Allene Wilkerson Kenneth Hagin Sr. Marilyn Hickey

Buddy and Pat Harrison Billye Brim John Osteen

Kenneth and Gloria Copeland Norvel Hayes Joe Jordan

Elizabeth Pruitt-Sloan Ed Dufresne Larry Huggins

These ministers believed that the Goodwins were among the best examples 
they had ever seen of the genuine flow of the Holy Spirit.  Kenneth Hagin stated 
that in his estimation, the Goodwins had “the most Spirit-filled church,” and “the 
most decent and orderly church” he had ever seen.  Ralph Wilkerson, founding 
pastor of the Melodyland Christian Center—where Kathryn Kuhlman, Oral 
Roberts, and many major Charismatic leaders ministered in the 1960s and 
1970s—said to me, “Sister Goodwin operated in the strongest manifestation of 
the gift of the Word of Knowledge of any person I have ever known.”

The Goodwins believed that operating in all nine gifts of the Spirit, 
and being in a state of almost constant revival, was normal , and would 
take place in the ministry of any Christian that would follow the Word and 
obey the leading of the Holy Spirit.  



In the next few chapters, you will read fascinating biographical 
accounts of Mom and Dad Goodwin that tell the inside story of the impact 
they had on well-known ministers of recent years.  Next, you will read the 
account of how I came to meet and be mentored by Mom Goodwin.  I will 
tell you of the prophecy she spoke concerning me, that I believe is being 
fulfilled today by the discovery of these early recordings.  Afterward, we 
will examine the Goodwins’ specific teachings on spiritual gifts, reprinted 
directly from their Entering the Spiritual House Series  of books long out 
of print.  Finally, I will summarize for you the principles taught by the 
Goodwins that are also reflected in the teachings of the early Pentecostals.  
From our examination will emerge a template, a pattern, a series of 
understandings about the moving of the Holy Spirit, that you will be able 
to apply in your own life and ministry.  

If you will approach these concepts with an open mind, search the 
scriptures, and apply what you learn, you too will find yourself getting 
more and more into the genuine flow of the Holy Spirit.

On the next page is a tentative design for the back cover:



Dr. Kenneth E. Hagin

For the first 40 years of my ministry, 
whenever I had a major vision or 
revelation from the Lord, I would
 not fully teach it or preach it publicly 
until I had shared the matter with the 
Goodwins and asked them to judge 
it and correct me if they thought I 
needed it. 

�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B

Rev. Howard Carter

The Goodwins' church was one of
only two I ever saw in my life that 
had all nine of the gifts of the Spirit 
in full manifestation.

�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B

Rev. Pat Harrison

Buddy and I caught the anointing
 that was on Momma and Poppa 
Goodwin when they laid hands on 
us.  We began to flow in the gift of 
tongues and interpretation…I am 
eternally grateful to God for putting 
such precious and special people in 
my life.
……

There is a genuine flow
of the Holy Spirit!

. . . and many worthless  imitations.

Kenneth Hagin Sr., along with many 
other ministers, considered the 
prophetic ministry of the Rev. and Mrs. 
J.R. Goodwin to be the most powerful 
and balanced they had ever seen.  

This instruction manual,  Getting into the 
Genuine Flow, is the result of years of careful 
research that included interviews with Mom 
Goodwin in her final years.  Additionally, Mel 
draws from rare early Pentecostal recordings, 
most of which had never been copied or 
released to the public before being entrusted to 
him.  These recordings by F.F. Bosworth, 
Howard Carter, Stanley Frodsham, and the 
Goodwins, along with Mel’s teachings, have 
been downloaded millions of times from his 
website www.brothermel.com .  

Getting into the Genuine Flow  provides a fresh 
understanding of the prophetic principles 
taught and exemplified by our forefathers in 
the faith.  You are given clear instruction that 
is biblical and balanced, so that you too can 
walk in the genuine flow of the Holy Spirit so 
well known to the founders of our faith.  

Rev. Mel C. Montgomery

…………………………………………..

Dr. Billye Brim

It was my privilege to know the 
Goodwins rather closely. . . 
The demonstration of tongues 
and interpretation through 
them is still the highest I have 
ever seen.

�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B

Dr. Ed Dufresne

Throughout my 45 years of 
ministry I have been stirred 
and inspired by the many 
stories of supernatural 
manifestations and spiritual 
happenings that occurred 
through this remarkable 
couple, Dad & Mom Goodwin.

�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B�B

Rev. Marilyn Hickey

With the Goodwin’s you 
certainly felt the anointing of 
God and were encouraged to 
go deeper in the things of the 
Spirit.
……

http://www.brothermel.com/



